
France
Population: 66.7m

Country media capture risk overall (value - %): 34.5

Media capture risk average across countries (mean - %): 38.3

Country Overview

France faces medium-level risks of media capture across all three dimensions, with ongoing concerns about concentration of ownership,
political influence, and declining public trust in journalism. Rising political polarization, economic pressures, and social unrest have highlighted
tensions within the country’s governance framework. The 2024 legislative elections resulted in a deeply fragmented parliament, intensifying
political deadlock and undermining public confidence in institutions.

France has a complex and pluralistic media landscape, combining strong public service broadcasting with concentrated private ownership.
Public broadcasters, including France Télévisions, Radio France, and France Médias Monde remain central to national information provision,
though their funding model has shifted since the abolition of the television license fee in 2022, raising questions about editorial independence.
At the same time, public service media have increasingly become site of political contestation. Recent debates, including far-right calls for the
privatization of public broadcasting and the establishment of a parliamentary commission of inquiry into the “neutrality, functioning and
financing” of public media, highlight the extent to which their role, governance, and legitimacy are being openly challenged. These
developments point to growing political pressures on a core pillar of the French media system and contribute to an increasingly contested
informational environment. The French media landscape also includes a strong focus on local and hyperlocal journalism, yet the growing
dominance of online platforms has shifted editorial power toward algorithmic content curation, prioritizing engagement over journalistic value
and undermining transparency and accountability. Trust in the media remains low, with television still widely used but younger audiences
increasingly turning to social platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram. Editorial independence and journalistic standards are
under pressure from both economic and political forces, as well as occasional threats to journalists’ safety, illustrating how concentration,
algorithmic mediation, and political interference intersect to shape the French media environment. These pressures are likely to intensify as
France enters a sequence of major electoral cycles in 2026 and 2027, periods typically associated with heightened political tension and
increased scrutiny of the media. In this context, journalists face growing challenges in maintaining professional autonomy, as polarization,
public distrust, and political contestation further complicate the conditions under which news is produced.

These vulnerabilities in the media ecosystem unfold within a highly polarized and fragmented political context, which further amplifies
pressures on journalism and public debate. France’s semi-presidential system is currently experiencing acute political fragmentation. The 2024
legislative elections produced a deeply divided parliament, with the left-wing Nouveau Front Populaire, President Macron’s centrist Ensemble
coalition, and the far-right Rassemblement National all failing to secure a governing majority. This stalemate has intensified ideological
divisions, obstructed legislative compromise, and contributed to instability within the executive branch, as evidenced by the 2025 resignations
by several Prime Ministers.

While France maintains strong formal political rights, political polarization has grown, further eroding confidence in the government. Ideological
divisions intersect with social cleavages, including regional tensions in overseas territories such as New Caledonia, as well as broad public
dissatisfaction with economic reforms and austerity measures. Gender equality and civil liberties remain relatively strong, yet institutional trust
is low, with only about 30% of citizens expressing confidence in the national government and fewer than one in four trusting political parties.
French civil society remains vibrant, with a long tradition of protest as a channel for political expression. The period from 2024 to 2025
witnessed widespread mobilizations, including farmers’ protests, nationwide union strikes, and grassroots movements such as Bloquons tout,
demonstrating high civic engagement despite low institutional trust. Social unrest has been particularly pronounced in overseas territories,
where Indigenous communities and local populations have mobilized against perceived threats to political representation and autonomy.
Economic pressures, including rising production costs and austerity measures, combined with political polarization and low trust in institutions,
contribute to an environment of social tension. Nevertheless, civil society continues to monitor governance, advocate for social rights, and
maintain channels of political participation. These dynamics highlight both the resilience of civic engagement in France and the ongoing
challenges related to institutional legitimacy, social cohesion, and equitable representation.

In conclusion, France possesses a pluralistic media landscape and established democratic institutions, yet it faces medium-level risks of media
capture, particularly due to ownership concentration, conflicts of interest, and algorithmic content curation. Political fragmentation,
polarization, and corruption concerns have weakened institutional trust, while widespread social mobilizations underscore both the vitality of
civil society and the disconnect between citizens and governing institutions. Overall, France demonstrates strong democratic foundations and
active civic participation, but sustaining institutional legitimacy, media independence, and social cohesion remains an ongoing challenge.
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